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"This first
observation of
gravitational waves
has oeepened our

unoerstanding of
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The Faculty Early Career Development (CAREER) program is
the National Science Foundation’s (NSF) moest prestigious
awaro in support of junior faculty. These faculty members exemplify the za

of teacher-scholars through outstanding research, excellent education and the integration g
education and research within the context of the mission of their organizations.

Not one or two, but three faculty members in West Virginia received the CAREER award th,
year: Marshall University’s Dr.Nadja Spitzer and West Virginia University’s Dr. Jennifer Weig
Dr.V'yacheslav (Slava) Akkerman. Each award comes with at least $500,000 in funding ovg

Dr.Chuck Somerville, dean of the Marshall College of Science, said he is very excited for S
her success means for the progress of world-class research at Marshall.

“Through the NSF-EPSCoR RIl program, we were able to provide the kind of infrastructure]
support that it takes to be competitive,” Somerville said.”Nadja took full advantage of thg
and brought a tremendous amount of talent and hard work to the mix. She has proven t

students and faculty are prepared to compete on a world-wide stage.”

“As dean, it is extremely gratifying to yet again see two young faculty members recognize
research at a national level,” said Gene Cilento, Glen H.Hiner Dean of West Virginia Univerj
College.”It speaks to the quality of research being done by Drs.Weidhaas and Akkerman g
recently- hired colleagues at WVU, which plays a role in the economic development and
West Virginia.”
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Engineering Challenge Camps for kios
planned at WVU

Registration is open for West Virginia University’s (WVU) Engineering Challenge
Camps.The camps, hosted in the Statler College of Engineering and Mineral
Resources, features something for students at virtually every education level.

The series features four week-long camps for high school students, who have the
option to stay overnight in a WVU residence hall and will have evening activities
led by camp counselors who are WVU engineering students. There are also three
week-long day camps for middle school students and three weeks of half-day
camps for elementary school students.

“For the fifth year, we have expanded our camp offerings to try and meet demand,”
said Cate Schlobohm, outreach coordinator in the Statler College.“This year we will
be able to serve more than 400 campers, and we have designed new curriculum

to appeal to different interests.”

For curriculum, fee information and to register, go to
.Space is limited.

The Middle School Engineering Challenge Camp,“Ages of Engineering,” will kick
off the series on June 20-24.The camp, which will focus on great discoveries and
inventions that have shaped modern-day engineering, will also take place on
June 27-July 1 and July 25-29.

For the fourth straight year, the college will host an all-female STEM camp,

“Growing Roots in STEM,” which will take place June 26-July 1. Designed for girls
interested in science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM), the camp
will have an engineering focus, but will also demonstrate how a career in engineering
can be tied into forensics, pharmaceuticals, beauty product development, design

and architecture and more. Campers will meet and work with female faculty
members and female alumnae on design projects and various competitions.

Other camps, which are co-ed, include “Engineering in Action” and “Engineering
in Entertainment,” both scheduled for July 10-15,and “Engineering in Sustainability”
on July 17-22.

“Once Upon Engineering”is the theme for the elementary school camps, which
will be the weeks of July 18-22, July 25-29 and August 1-5.These camps will focus
on the STEM behind fairy tales.
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‘We want to help

educate ano show
people that they
oon’t have to

be an engineer

or have a lot

of money to
implement most
of these practices
in their homes.”
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West Virginia State University \/
designated a Tree Campus USA®™

fromm National Arbor Day Foundation

West Virginia State University (WVSU) received
its third consecutive designation as a Tree Campus LSS

USA® from the National Arbor Day Foundation ‘ - '

\

for its commitment to effective urban forest
management.To date, WVSU remains the only
institution of higher education in West Virginia

- Q

to hold such a designation. ‘\

“West Virginia State has taken the initiative
to ensure that our campus trees remain L
healthy and beautiful by using proper management

techniques,”WVSU Extension Agent Brad Cochran said. \ ‘
“Tree Campus USA is a designation that we continue ® ‘ )
to be very proud of.” < ‘ ' o

Tree Campus USA® is a national program created 'Y \ " .y' *
in 2008 by the Arbor Day Foundation to honor ‘ L) ‘ 0 ® /2 ‘
colleges and universities for effective campus \ ‘\ ' [/ '4
forest management and for engaging staff W T _

and students in conservation goals. WVSU ’

achieved the title by meeting Tree Campus USA's five
standards, which include maintaining a tree advisory
committee, a campus tree-care plan, dedicated annual
expenditures for its campus tree program, an Arbor Day
observance and a student service-learning project.

The Arbor Day Foundation has helped campuses throughout
the country plant thousands of trees, and Tree Campus USA®
colleges and universities invested more than $36.8 million

in campus forest management last year.

Learn about West Virginia Research from the scientists themselves

www.wvresearch.org



the neuron | @

o

g 5 ..J\l.__-l
-y ¢
ey




ueinauoy] | X



the neuron | 10




the neuron

—
(o))

Division of Science and Research
West Virginia Higher Education Policy Commission

1018 Kanawha Blvd E Suite 1101
Charleston WV 25301-2800

304.558.4128
www.wvresearch.org
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